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Mark 3:13-19: 
 

And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they                 
came to him. And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they               
might be with him and he might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out                  
demons. He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); James the               
son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges,                
that is, Sons of Thunder); Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and             
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and              
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

 
Introduction 
 
As “the Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain” in Ex 19:20, so the Lord                    
Jesus came down to earth via his incarnation, and rested at the top of a mountain. As God                  
“…called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up,” even so the Lord Jesus, from                  1

the mountain, called disciples to himself and they went up to him. As Moses met with the Lord,                  
“went down to the people and told them” what God had revealed to him on the mountain top,                  2

even so the disciples would descend the mountain “that they might…preach and …cast out              
demons.”  
 
Our Lord’s deity is clearly being intimated in his sending out of the apostles from the mountain                 
top to preach his Gospel and subject his enemies, i.e. the unclean spirits, to his kingly rule.                 
Whereas the twelve tribes of Israel were called to declare the Word of God and subjugate the                 
nations to God’s law by faithfully subduing his enemies through warfare, the twelve disciples are               
called to declare the Word of Christ, subjugate renegade sinners through the preaching of the               
Law and the Gospel, and “cast out,” expel, unclean spirits. The apostles are sent out in order to                  
proclaim the kingship of Christ, i.e. God Incarnate, and cast out unclean spirits, even as Israel                
was called to declare the kingship of Yahweh and “cast out [enemy] nations.” That this is in                 3

view here can be demonstrated from the fact that Christ identifies the casting out of demons, to                 
be performed by the twelve apostles, as evidence of the kingdom of God’s arrival in Matthew’s                
parallel in Matt 12:28, where our Lord clearly states: 
 

…if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. 
 

And yet, in the midst of such a profound portrayal of the deity of our Savior, we see that prior to                     
calling the twelve to himself he prays. He prays all night , as Luke reveals in Luke 6:12-13: 

 

1 Ex 19:20. 
2 Ex 19:25. 
3 Ex 34:24. 
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…he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. And                  
when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named               
apostles…  
 

The Lord Jesus is truly God, but he is also truly man. As God, he exercises divine kingship over                   
all of creation. As man, he prays to the Father for strength, for wisdom, for guidance, and                 
depends upon the power of the Holy Spirit. This is a mystery too great for us to ever fully                   
comprehend, but here it is, right before our eyes. Philippians 2:5-8: 
 

…Christ Jesus…though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a                
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in                 
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming               
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
 

We see our Savior, then, truly God and truly man, atop the mountain, calling those whom he                 
wishes to call, sending them out in the power of the Holy Spirit and equipping them with the                  
Gospel of the Kingdom. 
 
Christ is establishing his kingdom through Holy Spirit empowered ministers of his Gospel. The              
same is true in our day. Christ Jesus is exalted on high, seated at the right hand of the Father in                     
the heavenly Zion, the city of God, calling preachers to himself, empowering them by his Spirit                
to preach and “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God,               
and take every thought captive to obey Christ” (2nd Cor 10:5). Christ is building his church                
through the instruments of his choosing, even through the instrumentality of those who are his               
enemies, as Judas was. The apostle Paul understood this, it seems, and in Phil 1:15-18 says: 
 

Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry , but others from good will. The latter do                
it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former                  
proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition , not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my               
imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is                
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.  (emphasis added) 
 

Those who at one time proclaimed the truth but have since fallen away, as was the case with                  
Judas, as far as we can tell, have nonetheless proclaimed the truth, through which God has called                 
men to repentance and faith in Christ, and in some cases effectually calling his elect to salvation.                 
Thus, Paul, and by implication we ourselves, have nothing to fear. As Paul makes clear in Eph                 
4:10-16: 
 

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might                 
fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and               
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,                 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to                    
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mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may                 
no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of                  
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the            
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from                    
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,                
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in                 
love. 

 
Today’s text shows us our truly divine and truly human Savior building his church upon “the                
foundation of the apostles and prophets…himself being the cornerstone” (Eph 2:20). It also             
shows us the powerlessness of the devil in his attempts to destroy the church, for Christ is her                  
protector, her Shepherd who has promised to keep her until the end, unspotted and unblemishd. 
 

Application 
 

1. In His Infinite Goodness, God Has Decreed Good and Evil : We read in verses 14 and 16: “He                   
appointed the twelve.” And who were these twelve? Fallen men who would scatter under              
the threat of persecution, a man who would deny knowing Christ in order to save his                
own life, and a thief/murderer/betrayer who would sell our Lord of Glory in order to               
make money. Our Lord appointed the disciples who would misunderstand his words. He             
appointed the disciples who would fail to believe his words when they actually did              
understand them. He appointed Peter who would follow him from afar, so as to not be                
crucified himself. He appointed Judas, knowing that Judas was a devil who would rather              
have money than eternal life. As our Lord himself says in John 6:70: 
 

 “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 
 
Men hate the idea that God ordains these things. Many who profess the name of Christ                
will say that God does not ordain the hardships we experience in our lives, including               
abandonment and betrayal by those we love. And we often find ourselves, perhaps not              
saying these things, but acting as if God has not appointed all things that come to pass.                 
Yet what does the Scripture say? 
 

He  appointed the twelve . 
 
This is his act of appointing these men to preach the Gospel, cast out demons, and,                
thereby, show that the kingdom of God has come. 
 
And again Mark says: 
 

He appointed the twelve . 
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Each and every last disciple. There is no disciple among the original twelve that is there                
by accident. However, contrary to the ideas we sinners entertain about the wicked, about              
betrayal, about death, and about abandonment, the Scripture in Prov 16:4 says: 
 

The Lord has made everything for its purpose, 
    even the wicked for the day of trouble. 
 

Thus, our Lord says in Matt 26:24: 
 

“The Son of Man goes as it is written of him , but woe to that man by whom the Son                    
of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been                 
born.” 
 

Note that we have been shown a great mercy, for we typically are unaware of those who                 
would betray us until they actually do so. Yet here we see our Lord God, fully aware of                  
which of his twelve disciples is a devil, and submitting himself to the will of the Father                 
who does all things justly. 
 
Here we see the tangible nature of the doctrine of God’s foreordination of all things. 
 
However, continuing in our text we see that God specifically ordains conflict for his              
people. This should not be a surprise given that the enmity between ourselves and the               
seed of the serpent was originally put in place by our Lord in Gen 3:15. But, lest we                  
forget, we read that our Lord sent the apostles out to “have authority to cast out                
demons.” And one can hardly cast out demons if he is not confronting those who are                
demonized. The final end of the people of God, of course by God’s grace alone, is                
victory over the schemes of Satan and his angels. We should remember though that until               
then, we have been ordained for conflict with spiritual enemies, as our text clearly shows               
us. 
 
In his infinite goodness, God has decreed good and evil. 
 
2. God Calls Us to Fellowship With Him : We read in v. 14 that the disciples were called “so                   
that they might be with him .” Our Lord Jesus prayed all night, and then he appointed these                 
twelve to be with him at every moment of his earthly ministry. And while we cannot walk                 
physically with Jesus, we are and can be led by the Spirit. And how does the Spirit lead                  
us? The Lord tells us in John 16:8-15: 
 

“…when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness            
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning            
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;              
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
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[...] 
 
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the                   
Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to                  
you.” 
 

The Spirit leads us by the Word of God, teaching us Christ. He brings to our                
remembrance the Word of Christ, and conforms our minds to the truth. 
 
Rather than seeing with carnal eyes, we are given spiritual sight. Rather than hearing with               
carnal ears, we are given spiritual hearing. An example of this is found later in this                
chapter, where the disciples inform Christ of the presence of his mother and brothers              
outside of a house in which he was preaching. As our study of Galatians has shown us,                 
the world places great emphasis on blood relationships, so much so that we sinfully think               
our blood relationship to a devout believer, or in this case to the Son of God himself,                 
puts us in right standing with God. Yet our Lord clears this matter up very quickly,                
saying: 
 

“Who are my mother and my brothers?…whoever does the will of God, he is my               
brother and sister and mother.” 
 

The Holy Spirit takes our Lord’s Words, speaks to us by them, teaches us, illumines our                
minds so that we see with spiritual eyes and not carnal eyes. We understand the world                
through the truths of Scripture, and do not attempt to conform the Scriptures to our               
sinful ideas. 
 
This is that to which we are called. To be with him. To be in communion with our Lord,                   
sitting at his feet as he teaches us, even as Mary had “chosen the good portion, which                 
will not be taken away from her.” 
 
3. God Sends Us to Give Testimony to Christ in Our Distinct Vocations : The apostles had a                 
distinct preaching role, as men in the church now have the distinct duty of preaching the                
Word. However, Scripture makes it clear that we are all called to testify to the person and                 
work of Christ in our distinct vocations.  
 
Thus, in the context of the home the Scriptures teach: 
 

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline               
and instruction  of the Lord.  4

4 Eph 6:4. 
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And while this is primarily the task of fathers, mothers are not excluded from the               
responsibility of instructing children in the discipline and admonition of the Lord.            
Mothers at home with their children, or with their children as her husband studies or               
works, or rests. There are regenerate sisters in Christ, too, who are single mothers and               
this responsibility is theirs as well: Loving child-rearing according to God’s Word.  
 
Paul, writing to Timothy, says: 
 

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother               
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.  5

 
And two chapters later states: 
 

…continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from            
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred               
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ              
Jesus.  6

 
Timothy learned the Scriptures in his home, from his mother and grandmother who             
taught him as a child, seeing as his father, from what we can gather from the Scriptures,                 
was not a believer. As a young man, Timothy was being reminded of the sources of his                 
familiarity with God’s Word, and these were his mother and grandmother. 
 
Moreover, in the context of the church, men who are not called to preach are               
nonetheless called to teach younger men, by example, “to be self-controlled.” As Paul             7

says in Titus 2:2: 
 

Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in            
love, and in steadfastness. 
 

And as for older women in the church, Paul says: 
 

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to              
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to                
love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home,            
kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be               
reviled.  8

5 2nd Tim 1:5. 
6 2nd Tim 3:14-15. 
7 Titus 2:6. 
8 TItus 2:3-5. 
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Just as the apostles were called to be with the Lord, and then were sent out to testify to                   
the person and work of Christ, we are all called to commune with our God and testify to                  
the person and work of Christ, that is to say our message: The Gospel. The apostles had                 
an exclusive function as apostles. Men are exclusively called to minister the Word of God               
and administer the sacred ordinances of holy baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Older             
women in the church have the special role of teaching younger women by word and               
deed. While other older men are called to teach the younger men in word and deed as                 
well. 
 
We are sent to give testimony to the person and work of Christ in our distinct vocations. 
 
4. God Makes Us Fit for Our Vocations : The word translated as “appointed” in our text is                 
the Greek word ποιέω (poye-eh-oh) which is typically translated throughout the           
New Testament as “make” or “do.” In Mark 1, if you recall, the Lord Jesus says: 
 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 

That word make is the same word. Incidentally, note that the Lord is here fulfilling his                
Word early on to the disciples. He is making them apostles. Whatever vocation the Lord               
has given to us - whether it is directly in the public’s view or in almost total obscurity - he                    
makes us fit for that vocation. 
 
As we’ve noted: Christians are called to testify to the person and work of Christ in our                 
various vocations. Yet as we mature, the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see the depth of                 
our sinfulness. Even the most subdued older men battle lust and struggle to maintain              
control over their passions, if only internally . Even the most industrious and loving fathers              
grow lazy in their responsibility to teach their children in the fear and admonition of the                
Lord. And older women, for whatever reason, fail to teach the younger women. 
 
This is because in us, which is to say in our flesh, there dwells no good thing. 
 
Contrary to the world’s emphasis on self-creation , a contradiction-in-terms if you think            
about it, the Scriptures remind us that we are made by God, and we are made fit for                  
vocations he has made for us. We cannot in and of ourselves fulfill those duties to which                 
we have been ordained. 
 
This should not only encourage us to look to our Lord’s mercy and love when we fail                 
him. It should also encourage us to repent if we have begun to think more highly of                 
ourselves than we ought. For what does the Scripture say? 
 

He  appointed [or, more woodenly, made ] the twelve. 
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As Paul rhetorically asked the Corinthians in 1st Cor 4:7: 
 

What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you                 
boast as if you did not receive it? 

The twelve were made  apostles; they didn’t make themselves apostles. 
 

God makes us fit for our vocations. 
 
5. God Knows Us : This is a truth that is comforting and sobering, isn’t it? Those who have                  
been truly born of the Spirit will not fail to be conformed to Jesus’ image. Those who                 
have not been truly born of the Spirit will not fail to be justly condemned. The Lord                 
knows who are his. And the Lord knows our beginning and our end, as our Lord’s acts                 
of naming shows us. There are three acts of naming in this text. The first is the naming                  
of the twelve disciples as a whole. In Luke’s parallel, Luke 6:13, the Holy Spirit says “he,”                 
Jesus, “also named [them] apostles.” They were made apostles, and received that name             
from our Lord. Secondly, Simon is named “Peter.” Peter meaning “a rock,” one             
professing the Rock of Ages to be the Christ, the Son of the Living God, as well as a                   
source of stability among the disciples of the early church subsequent to the ascension of               
our Lord. Finally, the Lord names James and John after their spiritual heritage, rather              
than their paternal lineage. Whereas they are “the sons of Zebedee,” our Lord names              
them “Sons of Thunder.” Thunder is typically associated with the voice of God in              
Scripture, thus likely underscoring the nature of their preaching in time to come. 
 
And though Mark does not mention it here, Levi the tax collector is renamed Matthew,               
according to Mark 2:10 (which we briefly learned about not too long ago in our studies).                
We don’t know if he is renamed by our Lord, but what is important to note here is that                   
his name becomes Matthew. Levi the tax collector has been given the name “Gift of               
Yahweh,” signifying, it seems, his having received the gift of God, the true riches of               
heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as his becoming a preacher of the gift of eternal                 
life in Christ through faith alone. 
 
So what do we learn here? Simply this: Our Lord knows us. He knows what we are in                  
ourselves, apart from his saving mercy and grace; he knows what he has planned for his                
people. He knows his own will persevere, although we feel as though we won’t. 
 
And he knows those whose apostasy is hidden behind an official title (like the apostle               
Judas). He knows the greed and selfishness concealed from our view, hidden behind an              
externally religious name, like Judas , or Judah . 
 

Conclusion 
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When our Lord called the twelve out from the mass of disciples, he did not do so ignorantly, but                   
fully aware of the fact that these men would fail him, and that one was a devil. This in no way                     
interfered with his Messianic mission. In fact, it was part and parcel of his mission. The history                 
of redemption is the mutual glorification of the three persons of the Trinity. The Father is                
glorified through Christ, and Christ is glorified by the Father, and the Holy Spirit reveals their                
glory to the elect, applying the work of Christ to them. 
 
In his infinite goodness, God has decreed good and evil. As for the good he has decreed: We are                   
saved by grace, reconciled to God, purged of our iniquity, and given spiritual eyes and ears to see                  
and hear and enjoy the glory of the One True God. As for the evil: God has ordained enmity for                    
the church throughout her time on earth. This enmity, as we have seen in our text today, is                  
internal and external. Externally, God has appointed for us times in which we must confront               
spiritual wickedness surrounding us in the world (even as the apostles were appointed to              
confront the demonized and cast out their demons). Internally, i.e. in the church, God has               
ordained the departure of some from an external life of faith (even as Judas’ apostasy was                
foreordained of the Lord). 
 
We are assured of the fact if we are his, we will persevere. We are assured of the fact that if there                      
are some among us who are not his, he will make this known to us, one way or another, for his                     
own glory and for our good. 
 
The church will be preserved, in other words, for she is God’s bride, his beloved. He’s made us                  
his own people so that we would be with him , as we are listening to his Word and praying even                    
today. And he sends us out to testify to the person and work of Christ in our different vocations,                   
even as we will do today. 
 
Amen. 


