
Final Debate Outline

I. Opening Address:
a. Well  to begin with,  I would like to thank the Lord Jesus Christ  for  this  opportunity to  

defend His Truth, which He in His mercy has revealed to me by His Word. I would also like 
to thank Chris for inviting me to debate this very important subject today, as I believe that  
one’s affirmation or denial of our debate’s resolution,  viz. “the fate of the damned will be 
actual torment forever and ever,” has some profound soteriological implications that cannot 
be overlooked. I would also like to thank my wife Brittney and my sons Ayden and Noah, as 
well Port Cities Reformed Baptist Church (my home church), for their prayers and advice 
over the past few weeks.

b. It has been quite the time for me, as I have been thinking about the salvation of my own 
soul by God’s abundant and undeserved grace, the nature of Christ’s sacrifice, and the fate 
of all those who die in their sins. As I’ve reflected on my own salvation, I’ve rejoiced at the  
great mercy God has shown me in saving me from His wrath. The obedience which I lacked,  
Christ provided for me; and, likewise, the death that I deserved to die, He died for me. So I have 
been able to rejoice in the fact  that  Christ  has fully  met both the positive and punitive  
demands of the Law of God. Where the Law demanded perfect and perpetual obedience, 
Christ fulfilled it; and where the Law demanded perfect punishment for every infraction of 
that  Law,  Christ  suffered it.  Therefore,  I  rejoiced in  my salvation as I  considered these  
things. However, I also felt deep sorrow for the lost who will continue in their obstinate  
rebellion and, in the end, be cast into the lake of fire with the devil and his angels to be 
tormented forever and ever for their hatred of God and His righteous Law.

c. For the demands of the Law are twofold: (a.)perfect obedience to its  every precept and 
(b.)perfect retributive suffering for every infraction of its precepts. And the lost can neither 
perfectly  obey the Law of God in its  positive demands,  nor perfectly  suffer its  punitive 
demands. Therefore, they have no rest from the Law’s punitive demands, for they cannot 
perfectly suffer the wrath of God so as to merit the cessation of God’s punishment of them. 
Christ makes this clear when He speaks of sin as debt incurred by man. In Matthew 5:23-26, 
for instance, Christ uses both the fire of hell and the imagery of a debtor’s prison when  
speaking of the fate of the damned. This “hell of fire” is not a place that burns the wicked to 
non-existence. Not at all. Rather, it is a prison from which no man escape, for no man can 
fully satisfy the punitive demands of the Law of God.

d. If we were to state this in the form of a syllogism it would be as follows:

P1:  If  one’s  stay  in  prison  is  commensurate  with  the 
amount of debt one owes, then one who has an infinite 
debt will remain in prison for an endless duration of time.

P2:  One’s stay in prison is commensurate with the amount 
of debt one owes.

C: Therefore, one who has an infinite debt will remain in 
prison for an endless duration of time.

The unregenerate man who is at enmity with God and his neighbor  has not met the Law’s 
positive demands, for the Law says “You shall love the Lord your God” and “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself,” and by his failure to do so he has incurred an infinite debt that  
he  cannot  pay.  This  truth is  repeated in  other places as  well,  e.g.  in  the  parable  of  the  
unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:23-35, where Christ speaks of a man who is in debt to a 
king. This man cannot pay his debt; therefore, he pleads with the King for mercy. Yet this  
hypocritical  debtor  to  the  King  does  not  forgive  his  neighbor’s  much  smaller,  and  via 



implication, payable debt. Therefore, Christ concludes the parable by saying that the King “in 
His anger delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all of his debt.” The same argument is 
presented by  God here.  The amount  of  debt  one owes God is  commensurate  with the 
amount  of  time one will  spend in prison;  this  amount of  debt  for  all  sinners  is  infinite, 
therefore the prison sentence is endless in its duration.

e. This argument is repeated once more in Luke 12:57-59, where the Lord God Christ explains 
that one who is in debt to God will “never get out until they have paid the last penny.”

II. The Case for Actual Torment Forever and Ever
a. At this point, I would urge my opponent and the listeners of this debate to note some very 

pertinent facts. In the first place, we have seen that sinners incur an infinite debt before God 
that can only be dealt with in one of two ways: (a.)God can show them mercy, or (b.)they 
can spend an eternity in the hell of fire, or prison, paying that debt themselves (which, it 
must be remembered, they cannot do!). Therefore, in the second place we have seen that this,  
essentially, can be reduced to two options placed before sinners: (a.)they can trust that Christ 
has met the positive  and the punitive demands of the Law  for them, or (b.)they can spend 
eternity in the hell of fire, viz. eternal prison, for they have not met the positive demands of 
the Law, nor can they meet the punitive demands of the Law.

b. The question that lies before us, therefore, is this: Can man meet any of the Law’s demands? 
If we are Christians, then we must agree with the Scriptures that tell us that a man cannot do 
all that God has commanded him to do, nor can a man’s punishment ever come to an end,  
for neither can he meet the punitive demands of the Law. Reprobate man, therefore, must 
continue to exist forever, in order that the infinite debt he owes be paid by his infinite stay in 
prison, i.e. the hell of fire.

c. Therefore, the non-elect cannot be annihilated, for that would imply that they have paid off 
their debt – which is exactly what Christ tells us they cannot do! They will continue to exist 
forever, therefore, suffering the infinite penalty due them for the infinite debt that they have 
incurred.

d. Yet what is this infinite penalty? Is it actual torment forever and ever? Yes. For the Scriptures tell 
us that the fate of the damned is that they will be cast into the “eternal fire prepared for the  
devil and his angels” (cf. Matt 25:41). And, as we have seen, this “eternal punishment” is 
likewise an eternal  prison. It is also, however, more clearly identified as a place where “the 
smoke of their torment will rise forever and ever (cf. Rev 14:11) and the place where “the 
devil  who had deceived God’s people will  be thrown…and be tormented day and night 
forever and ever” (cf. Rev 20:10).

e. The  infinite  penalty,  therefore,  is  identified  simultaneously  as  (i.)the  hell  of  fire,  (ii.)the 
eternal prison, (iii.)the lake of fire, and (iv.)the second death (Rev 20:14). And in all this, we 
are not given the slightest indication that the wicked will be annihilated. In fact, as we have  
shown already, it would be unjust for God to annihilate the wicked, for this would imply that  
they have paid the infinite debt they owe to Him, when in reality they have not, nor can they 
ever.

f. In addition to the fact that men cannot be annihilated by God lest He be guilty of injustice, we 
must also note that when the demons speak of their final end they equate it with torment, 
for which they use the word destruction as a synonym. For the Lord Jesus, upon entering the 
Gaderenes is met by two demon possessed men who shout: “What have You to do with us, 
O Son of God? Have You come to  torment us before the time?” (Matt 8:29) And in Mark’s 
Gospel,  the demons shout out to Him, saying: “What have You to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth?  Have You come to destroy us?” Thus, the fate of the demons is not annihilation; 
rather, their fate is torment forever and ever. And if the devil and his angels are cast into the same 
eternal fire, the same hell of fire, the same eternal prison, and same second death that the 
reprobate are cast into, then the reprobate likewise will  suffer an eternity of torment for  
which there is no rest.



g. To state this argument in syllogistic form:

             P1: If the fate of the fallen angels is actual torment  
forever and ever, and the fate of the reprobate is the same, 
then the fate of the reprobate is actual torment forever and 
ever.

P2: The fate of the fallen angels is actual torment forever 
and ever, and the fate of the reprobate is the same.

C: Therefore, the fate of the reprobate is actual torment 
forever and ever.

III. Concluding Remarks
a. My time is coming to an end, to recapitulate, then, these are the reasons I have presented as 

to why the fate of the damned will be actual torment forever and ever.

i. The Argument from the Law of God
P1:  If  God’s  Law  demands  perfect  obedience  to  its 
positive commands, as well as perfect retribution for any 
infraction thereof, and man can neither meet the positive 
demands  of  the  Law  of  God  nor  perfectly  satisfy  the 
punitive demands of the Law, then man must continue to 
exist forever in order to receive the penalty due to him as a 
Lawbreaker.

P2: God’s Law demands perfect obedience to its positive 
commands, as well as perfect retribution for any infraction 
thereof, and man can neither meet the positive demands of 
the Law of God nor perfectly satisfy the punitive demands 
of the Law.

C: Therefore, man must continue to exist forever in order 
to receive the penalty due to him as a lawbreaker.

ii.    The Argument from Infinite Debt

P1:  If  one’s  stay  in  prison  is  commensurate  with  the 
amount of debt one owes, then one who has an infinite 
debt will remain in prison for an endless duration of time.

P2:  One’s stay in prison is commensurate with the amount 
of debt one owes.

C: Therefore, one who has an infinite debt will remain in 
prison for an endless duration of time.

iii.     The Argument from the Fate of the Fallen Angels

P1: If the fate of the fallen angels is actual torment forever 
and ever, and the fate of the reprobate is the same, then 



the  fate  of  the  reprobate  is  actual  torment  forever  and 
ever.

P2: The fate of the fallen angels  is actual torment forever 
and ever, and the fate of the reprobate is the same.

C: Therefore, the fate of the reprobate is actual torment 
forever and ever.

b. As I mentioned at the beginning of my opening statement, there are profound soteriological  
consequences to either affirming or denying tonight’s resolution. These are as follows:
i. Christ’s Death is Unnecessary

As I have already shown from the Scriptures, retributive suffering for one’s infractions 
of  the  Law of God  is  a form of payment for one’s  sins.  Therefore,  the fate of  the 
reprobate  in  hell  is  a  form of  payment  for  the  debt  that  they  owe  to  God.  Yet  if  
annihilationism is true, then it follows that man can indeed pay off the debt that he owes 
to God. And if man can pay off the debt that he owes to God, then Christ’s death is  
unnecessary.  However,  the  Scriptures  tell  us  that  man  cannot pay  for  his  own  sins; 
therefore, his suffering must continue forever.

                          ii.    Christ’s Death is Arbitrary
Likewise, if an individual can pay for his sins and merit the cessation of God’s wrath,  
then it  was not  necessary for Christ  to die for His elect  people.  And if  it  was not 
necessary for Christ to suffer the wrath of God for His elect people, then the death of 
Christ is an arbitrary means of paying the debt that elect sinners owe God.

                           iii.   Christ’s Death is not the Only Means of Salvation from the Wrath of God
From this it necessarily follows that there  is not  only one way for sinners to be saved 
from the wrath of God. For if the death of Christ meets the Law’s punitive demands, 
and the annihilation of the reprobate meets the Law’s punitive demands, then men could 
choose to be annihilated in order to be saved from the wrath of God, or trust in Christ 
in order to be saved from the wrath of God.



A. Cross Examination Questions
i. Defining Terms

a. Could you show me one passage of Scripture that identifies death as annihilation?
b. Are death, destruction, and annihilation synonymous terms?
c. If they are, then how would you explain man’s state of being spiritually dead?
d. If man is already spiritually dead, and death is destruction, and destruction is annihilation,  

then how is his soul destroyed again in the fire of hell (cf. Matt 10:28)?
e. If death is destruction, and destruction is annihilation, then can you explain Jude’s statement 

in v.12 of his epistle where he explains that the false teachers are “twice dead”?
f. How do you interpret the word perish?
g. If the word perish signifies annihilation, then can you explain how it is that Jude states that 

the false teachers against whom he is writing have already perished in Korah’s rebellion? (cf. 
Jude 11)

h. Did the angels who sin die?
i. If they didn’t die, then how can you interpret the second death literally?
j. Is it not the case that they only will die once?


