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Chapter I. 
 

1. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, by the will of God, and Timothy our brother 
At the very outset of this epistle, we are reminded of the fact that Paul did not receive his apostleship 

from Peter, James, or John – he received it directly from God the Father. It is God the Father who has 
elected Paul to this ministry; it is God the Son who has sent Paul on his various missionary trips; and it for 
the sake of preaching the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that Paul was sent. Note, then, what we learn 
here: (a.)it is God‟s will which determines all things, (b.)this includes Paul‟s salvation and (c.)Paul‟s 
ministry after his conversion, (d.)apostleship, therefore, is received by men from God and  not conferred 
by one man upon another, and (e.)the purpose of Paul‟s apostleship was to preach Christ. 

Following this, however, Paul calls Timothy his brother. He does not refer to Timothy as an 
underling, or as one who is beneath him in any other way than this: Paul is an apostle, Timothy is not. 
Paul, therefore, stands in contrast to the papists and cultists who abuse their self-derived authority and 
demand the submission of body, soul, and spirit to them as though they stood in the place of Christ. Let 
us take note of this example of humility on Paul‟s behalf and “not think more highly of ourselves than we 
ought to, but with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith God has assigned. For as in 
one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.”1 

 
2. To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

It is to be noted that the terms saints and faithful brethren do not signify distinct groups. Moreover, grace 
and peace are not rewards for faithfulness. For of grace, we are told, “if it is by grace, it is no longer on the 
basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”2 And concerning peace, we are told: “Since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”3 The saints and 
faithful brethren, then, are those who are the recipients of God‟s grace and peace. This is the substance 
of the Gospel: Justification by faith alone through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and the ensuing peace 
that fills the souls of believers so that they may joyously turn to Him in love and service. God is no 
longer Judge, no longer our enemy, no longer the object dread and terror, but He is our Father. 

Thus, it is only those who are in Christ, i.e. the saints and faithful brethren, who have received grace and 
peace; and it is only they who continue to receive grace and peace. And they receive this grace and peace 
through the Scriptures. For it is Paul‟s words to them in this verse that are the vehicle for communicating 
these truths to them: (a.)They are “in Christ,” (b.)they have become saints, (c.)God has become their 
Father, and (d.)they are now brethren. This is what the Word of God, given through Paul, was 
distributing to the Colossians, and it was only by the Word of God that these things were communicated 
to them. And if such was the case for the church at Colossae, then would it be any different for us? Not 
at all. Hence, Peter tells us elsewhere that “His Divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence, by which He has 
granted to us His precious and very great promises, so that through them we may become partakers of 
the divine nature…”4 And these promises are found only in Scripture.5 

 
3. We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you 

Whereas Paul identifies God as our Father in verse 2, he now identifies God as the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And for what end? To identify “the only True God, and Jesus Christ whom He has 
sent.”6 There are many claimants to the title “God,” but there is only One True God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This fact effectively demolishes the false belief that there are many different ways to 
the same destination. Paul tells us, “There is but one Father (namely, the Father of Christ Jesus our 
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Lord), and but one way to the Father, and that is through the Son.” Therefore, those who speak of all 
men as “children of God” are vastly mistaken. For it is because Christ is the Son of God who became 
flesh to redeem men unto God that men can say that they are children of God. This John makes clear in 
his Gospel when he writes: 

 
“…to all who did receive Christ, who believed in His Name, He gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.”7 

 
We recognize ourselves as sons of God by grace alone through faith alone. 
 Moreover, it is because Christ partook of our human nature that we can partake of His everlasting 
springs of righteousness, purity, and holiness. As the Scriptures tell us, “He had to be made like His 
brothers in every respect, so that He might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in the service of 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”8 And not only does He make propitiation for His 
people, i.e. His brethren, but “He Himself has suffered when tempted, [and] He is able to help those who 
are being tempted.”9 We are accepted in Christ and protected/Shepherded by Christ, so that in all things 
Christ and His Gospel remains the focus of our lives. Christ‟s Sonship, His Perfect Obedience unto death 
(i.e. His active and passive obedience to the whole Law of God) is the means of our justification and 
adoption, as well as our sanctification unto His image. 
 “God,” therefore, who “shows His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” 
is to be thanked always when we hear of others having, and of ourselves having, direct experience of the 
power of God unto salvation, i.e. the Gospel. Our thankfulness to the Lord is based on this fact 
primarily, namely that God shows such vile sinners as ourselves such abounding grace. Thankfulness 
should be the song in our hearts, Paul later says, to our Lord Christ,10 if we have indeed been born again 
to a new and living hope, grafted into God‟s Church, and made heirs of all that Christ is heir to. Yet, we 
often gripe about the things below, the things of this age, things which God has Sovereignly dispensed to 
us as He has seen fit to so do in His infinite wisdom. Or, what is perhaps worse, is that we often thank 
the Lord for that which is secondary in importance, with respect to our salvation, and fail to give Christ 
preeminence in all things, including our thoughts about the blessings given to His people freely, the 
greatest of which is the forgiveness of sins and the imputation of perfect righteousness of God Incarnate. 
Let us not commit the greater sin by placing our salvation at the end of the list of things for which are 
thankful. Rather, let us heed the Word of God which commands us to not rejoice in the fact that “even 
the demons are subject to us” in Christ‟s name; but rather that our “names are written in heaven.”11 
 

4. Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints 
 The word since could be understood to signify either temporality (i.e. since=from the day) or causality 
(i.e. since=because), both interpretations indicate that Paul‟s thankfulness is rooted in the salvation and 
sanctification of those to whom one of his own peers had preached the Gospel. He makes this clear by 
explaining that it is their faith and love that have given rise to his thanksgiving in prayer. The distinction 
between faith and love is important to note, for Romanists teach that faith that is not formed by love is 
not true faith and saving faith.12 And by this doctrine of theirs they mix Law and Gospel, for it is written: 
“…the Law is not of Faith.”13 And, lest they seek to deny their error, it is also written: “…the 
commandments…are summed up in this word…„You shall love your neighbor as yourself.‟ Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the Law.”14 It is impossible to have a faith that is 
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formed by love; rather, we see here that faith precedes love. Why is this? Because it is the love of God for 
His saints, displayed in the sacrifice of Christ that causes us to respond to Him in love, as it is written: 
“In this is love, not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins.”15 And again, the Holy Spirit says: “…if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”16 Faith, 
therefore, precedes love and is the cause of it. Love is shaped faith, not the other way around. And Peter 
makes this evident in his epistle when he infallibly states that we are to “…make every effort to supplement 
your faith with…brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”17 
 This is the proper order: Faith in Christ Jesus, then love for the saints. For if God so loved us, then 
should we not also love one another in such a spirit of self-sacrifice, forgiveness, reconciliation, etc? 
Indeed, it is our reasonable response to His love. Freely we have received; freely we are to give. This is 
why we began by stating that Paul‟s thankfulness is rooted in the salvation (faith in Christ Jesus) of the 
Colossians and, secondarily, in their sanctification (love for all the saints). And by this will all men know 
that we are His disciples: If we love one another.18 Yet this love for one another is not the nebulous 
emotionalism of Romanism and contemporary Christendom, for Paul tells the Colossians that he has 
heard of the faith in Christ Jesus which they had, and it is by faith that the Colossians have been “delivered 
from the domain of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom they have 
forgiveness of sins.”19 And in addition to this, he tells the Colossians that he is thankful because of their 
love for the saints. And who are the saints but those whose faith is in Christ Jesus alone, whose sins have 
been completely forgiven, and who have been redeemed unto God? No other than the saints! Therefore, 
Paul‟s commendation of the love of the Colossians for the rest of the saints assumes doctrinal unity 
between the Colossians and those whom they love, for the Colossians are saints as much as the others. 
 There is, therefore, no justification for the ecumenicalism that contemporary Christendom, as well as 
the Roman religion, are even at this moment viciously promoting and attempting to poison the true saints 
of God with as they send wolves into the sheepfolds of the Reformed remnant of believers. There is faith 
that saves and sanctifies; and there is love that proves the genuineness of one‟s faith. And this love is 
founded upon faith in Christ Jesus, the object of our faith – the sinless Son of God whose blood is the 
perfect price paid to redeem our souls and bodies from death – and for those who have also tasted of the 
gift of God‟s free grace and cry out: “With your blood You have redeemed us!” 
 

5. Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you heard before in the Word of the Truth, the Gospel 
 The principal motivation for loving God and the saints is, as already mentioned, the Gospel which tells 
us that there is laid up for us in heaven the riches of His grace, the riches of eternal fellowship with the 
Lamb, unhindered by our own sins or the sins of others – these are the riches laid up for us, His elect 
people, in heaven. This is the promise: Eternal life. And it is secure, in the hands of God the Father who 
has elected us, Christ His Son who is our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit who guides us daily, rebukes us, 
teaches us, loves us, restores us, convicts us, blesses us with the fellowship of likeminded believers. It is 
instructive to note here that while it is the salvation and ongoing sanctification of the Colossians that 
produces thankfulness and joy in Paul, it is the Gospel believed that produces their love for the saints. By 
the grace of God, the Colossians understood that their salvation was completely secure in Christ; 
therefore, they gave to the saints their service in love. 
 This is of utmost importance to know, for there are some today who believe that love for the saints 
can come from a false gospel, e.g. the gospel of the Romanists or that of the Arminians. Yet Scripture 
tells us that this is impossible, for love for the saints is the fruit of the Colossians having understood and 
believed the Word of the Truth which guarantees their eternal blessedness. And the security of salvation 
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is that which Romanists hate,20 and that which Arminians are willing to deny for the sake of maintaining 
belief in their imaginary “freewill.” 
 The means by which God saves us is “the Word of the Truth,” the Gospel. This phrase occurs 
throughout the New Testament and always refers to the Gospel. The Word of the Truth, therefore, is not 
some unidentifiable and ethereal concept, but the contents of apostolical writ.21Interestingly, however, 
the phrase occurs in Psalm 119:43, where David says: “…take not the Word of Truth utterly out of my 
mouth, for my hope is in Your rules.” The word that the ESV translates as “rules” may also be translated 
as “judgments,” as the KJV translates it. It could also, however, also be meant to convey the idea of 
God‟s verdict expressed in the Word of Truth.22 And this seems to fit the context of the psalm, as well as 
the context of the New Testament where “the Word of Truth” or “the Word of the Truth” is the Word 
of God‟s verdict: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.23 Note that David 
identifies the Word of Truth with his hope in God‟s verdict/judgment, and it is this, not his obedience, 
which he pleads with the Lord to not take out of his mouth. The Gospel, as David‟s own words tell us, is 
the means by which men enter into fellowship with God, remain in that fellowship, and are sanctified. 
Paul‟s use in Col 1:5, then, is not novel or without basis in the Old Testament. Rather, Paul, guided by 
the Holy Spirit, was able to identify that Word of Truth from the Scriptures, as he was taught by the Lord 
Jesus. 
 

6. Which has come to you 
 The first thing to note about the Gospel is that it is presented not to every man in general, but every 
man in particular, as well as every collection of individual men, and, finally, mankind as a whole. The 
Gospel, then, comes to the individual. And it is the individual whose response to it will be judged by God. 
In the case of the Colossians, their acceptance of what had come to them proved to be an eternal 
blessing. For those who reject that Gospel that is preached to them, however, it will prove to be their 
eternal shame. 
 
6a. as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing – 
 The recipients of the Gospel are not the Jews only, nor the Colossians only, but the whole world. 
Christ came to save sinners – and all men have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Therefore, 
“God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him.”24 Christ is the Savior, therefore, of individual men from various ethnic backgrounds. 
The unity of the church can be seen, then, is the ways already mentioned: (i.)faith in the Gospel, (ii.)love 
for one another (which is the fruit of true saving faith in the Gospel), and (iii.)ethnic variegation (which is 
also the fruit of faith in the Gospel and, furthermore, may be identified as a subcategory of love for the 
saints, for in Christ we are to love Jew, Gentile, Male, Female, Slave, Free Person, etc). 
 The New Perspectivists claim that Paul‟s concern is ecclesiastical and sociological only; however, from 
a reading of the text, we see that Paul is concerned with (i.)the individual soul‟s salvation & sanctification, 
(ii.)the sanctification of the church, and (iii.)the cross-cultural growth and sanctification of the church. 
There is no either/or here, for the individual soul‟s salvation is reborn by the Spirit of God; and having 
been born again, it has the capacity to love God and neighbor. The ecclesia, moreover, is the collected body 
of individuals called from all eternity to be adopted as sons of God in Christ; therefore, the individual 
soul‟s salvation is logically prior to the ecclesia‟s establishment, although these two cannot be completely 
separated from one another; and the inclusion of all men (i.e. men of all different social and ethnic 

                                                   
20 Council of Trent, Session VI, CANON XVI reads: “If anyone saith that he will for certain, of an absolute and infallible certainty, 
have that great gift of perseverance unto the end,-unless he have learned this by special revelation; let him be anathema.” 
21 Cf. 2 Cor 6:7; Eph 1:13; 2 Tim 2:15; James 1:18 
22 The particular word used here is         (mishpāt ) is elsewhere translated as judgment (Gen 18:19), right (as in righteous judgment, 

Gen 18:25), justice (Ex 23:6), do justly or do justice (Micah 6:8); all of these indicate that mishpat seems to be better translated as judgment 
in Ps 119:43. 
23 Cf. Ro 8:1 
24 John 3:17 
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backgrounds) is the fruit of true saving faith and, therefore, cannot be pitted against either the individual 
soul‟s salvation, nor against the establishment of the ecclesia. 
 
6b. as it does also among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in Truth 
 The allusions to the parables of our Lord Jesus have been discussed elsewhere,25 but it still serves our 
expository purposes well here to speak of the two things which Paul says the Colossians did prior to 
bearing fruit, for these two are mentioned also in the parables of our Lord Jesus. The first is hearing. All 
men hear the Gospel when it is preached, hence our Lord tells His hearers: “Take care then how you 
hear…”26 Yet hearing the Word of God does not produce fruit in anyone who hears it, but unless the 
word is mixed with faith,27 unless the word is understood by the hearer, then it is received unto the hearer‟s 
damnation.28 Note that is not those who merely hear the Word with their ears, rather it is those who hear 
with their understanding as well. And these are the elect of God, whom the Spirit regenerates, for it is 
written: “Unless a man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,”29 and this kingdom is a spiritual 
one. 
 In addition to this, however, we should add yet once again that the grace of God is not some 
undefined substance that God pours into the believer, as the Romanists teach. Rather, God‟s grace is 
understood in Truth, by which the apostle means “the Word of the Truth,” or the Gospel. God‟s grace, 
therefore, is God‟s disposition toward His elect in Christ in the Gospel: He loves them and sent Christ to 
be the propitiatory sacrifice for their sins. And this Truth is propositional revelation contained in the 
Scriptures alone. The Holy Spirit, therefore, has effectively demolished the following false teachings: 
(i.)the grace is a substance that God fills the believer with, (ii.)the grace is given apart from the Word of 
Christ (i.e. the Gospel), and (iii.)the grace of God may be understood via some non-propositional 
instrumentality. 
 On another note, we direct the reader to pay attention to the phrase “since the day.” This is a profound 
truth that should not be overlooked: salvation and the bearing of fruit begin on the day that one hears and 
understands the Gospel (i.e. on the very day that one receives the Gospel as the Word of the Truth in 
faith). And by this one verse we can establish the following: (i.)Law and Gospel are distinct from one 
another, since (ii.)the believers are said to first hear and understand the Gospel (i.e. believe the Gospel) 
and then are said to love one another30 (obey God‟s Law by loving one another as Christ has loved 
them), and (iii.)there is no one who truly believes the Gospel who does not bear fruit, for the apostle 
places the conversion of the Colossians and the beginning of their bearing fruit so closely that can only 
be separated by that distinction given in verse 4. This work of the Holy Spirit is indivisible: He who 
grants us faith to believe also transforms us daily after the image of Christ, so that we will bear the image 
of the heavenly Man. 
 The final word that we will direct our attention to is the word among, for this word differentiates 
between the visible church and the invisible church, and this distinction corresponds to the physical-
hearing/hearing-with-understanding that is mentioned here, for the apostle does not say in you but among 
you, by which we understand that while the entire body of individuals at Colossae is being addressed by 
epistle, it is only the elect who are among the whole body of individuals (of which the whole visible church 
is comprised) who are the recipients of God‟s Truth with understanding. There is no ground for believing, 
therefore, that Paul has any conception of conditional security in mind in v.30, for he makes it plain here 
that the epistle is written to the whole church, but his thankfulness is for what God has done among the whole 
church – where? In the elect. 
 
 
 

                                                   
25 See Colossians 1 and Matthew 13 
26 Luke 8:18 
27 Cf. Heb 4:1-2 
28 Cf. Matt 13:23 
29 John 3:3 
30 Cf. §4. above 
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7. Just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 
 There are many things to be gleaned from these words. In the first place, we learn that the Gospel 
that Epaphras preached to the Colossians was not some esoteric doctrine; rather, it was the same Word 
of the Truth that was bearing fruit all over the world.31 Indeed, this one way in which those wolves who 
were seeking to devour the Colossians are exposed by Paul: The true and faithful minister of Christ, he 
says, does not promulgate the foolish esotericism of teachers who seek to “take the elect people of God 
captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits 
of the world, and not according to Christ.”32 As Matthew Poole notes, it “did much concern [the 
Colossians] to have a good opinion of [Epaphras], [for he] was an eminent instrument in communicating 
[the Gospel] to them, and therefore Paul doth here very opportunely commend Epaphras, in opposition 
to those false teachers, who likely might insinuate somewhat to his disparagement.”33 
 In addition to this, we learn in the second place that although Paul rightfully held the title of apostle 
he considered himself equal to Epaphras in this respect: They were both servants of Christ and His 
Gospel. There is no mention made here of Paul‟s supremacy over Epaphras, nor is there mention made 
of their equal subservience to Peter. There is, rather, a very simple statement made: Whether an apostle 
or a minister entrusted with the Gospel, before Christ all men in the body of Christ are His servants, or 
slaves.34 
 In the third place, therefore, we learn that slavery, that is our lifelong service, is not to any man, nor 
to our selves, but to Christ. For Epaphras, along with Paul and the other apostles, is a slave of Christ.  
And yet, in the fourth place, we learn that our slavery to Christ is for the people of God. Hence, Paul states 
that Epaphras is faithful minister of Christ on your behalf.35 
 

8. and has made known to us your love in the Spirit 
As a faithful minister of Christ on behalf of the Colossians, Epaphras makes known not that he is the 

cause of their love for one another, but that the Holy Spirit is the One who is at work among and within 
them. We must pause here and take notice of the Trinitarian emphasis of our brother Paul. The 
following table will show how Paul does this in the short space of only eight verses. 

 

Father Son Holy Spirit 

Appoints apostles (v.1) 
 
Elects and adopts believers 
by grace (v.2)  
 
 
Is the Father of all the saints 
and faithful brethren (v.2) 
 
 
Grants peace via justification 
by faith alone (v.2)36 

Sends apostles (v.1) 
 
Mediates between the Father and His 
elect (v.2) 
 
 
Is the Son of the Father and, therefore, 
our elder brother (v.3) 
 
 
Is the object of faith, by which alone 
justification comes (v.4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Unites the elect to Christ 
by His work, and to the 
saints by His inward work 
– He produces faith in 
Christ, and love for the 
saints, which is inseparable 

                                                   
31 Cf. §6a. above 
32 Col 2:8 
33 Annotations Upon the Holy Bible, Vol. III, p.706 
34 The NET Bible Notes: 

“The Greek word translated “fellow slave” is σύνδουλος (sundoulo); the σύν- prefix here denotes association. Though δοῦλος 
is normally translated “servant,” the word does not bear the connotation of a free individual serving another. BDAG notes 
that “„servant‟ for „slave‟ is largely confined to Biblical transl. and early American times…in normal usage at the present time 
the two words are carefully distinguished” (BDAG 260 s.v.). The most accurate translation is “bondservant” (sometimes 
found in the ASV for δοῦλος), in that it often indicates one who sells himself into slavery to another. But as this is archaic, 
few today understand its force.” 

35 Some other translations (e.g. the NIV, NET, ASV) read our behalf rather than your behalf. 
36 Cf. Ro 5:1 
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Shows His grace toward His 
elect in the Gospel (v.6) 

Has ministers of His grace, as given in 
the Gospel (v.7) 

from saving faith in Christ 
(v.8)37 

 
Salvation is the work of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit – not the work of any 
man. Paul understands his own authority, but he is not deluded into thinking that he is the one who is 
responsible for the election and adoption, justification and mediation, and regeneration and 
sanctification of God‟s people. No mere man has been given authority to do these things, for this is the 
work of God, not man. 
 Nevertheless, although Epaphras is not the one who has personally regenerated the elect at 
Colossae, it is worth noting that he is called a faithful minister of Christ by the Holy Spirit who is speaking 
through Paul. God Himself commends Epaphras for his faithful ministry to the Colossians! This reminds 
us that God is not ignorant of our faithfulness or unfaithfulness; He knows of what our works are made 
– wood, hay, or stubble.38 This verse should cause us to reflect upon the nature of that which we believe 
we are doing for the Lord Christ. We should seek to know whether or not that in which we find 
ourselves engaged will contribute to our being called “faithful” in our ministry for Christ to others, or if 
it will contribute to our being called “unfaithful.” Epaphras‟ faithfulness should stir us, therefore, to 
(a.)consider our own ministries and whether or not we are called faithful by God, (b.)consider the fact 
that in Christ we are forgiven of our unfaithfulness and we are given the faithfulness of Christ to wear as 
a garment, and (c.)understand that whatever faithfulness we exhibit in those tasks that God has entrusted 
to us is because of the Holy Spirit‟s work within us.39 
 

9. And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you 
This is the second time Paul uses the phrase from the day we heard or since we heard. The first time he 

uses it, he is speaking of his thankfulness in prayer for the salvation and sanctification of God‟s elect at 
Colossae. In this verse, however, he is speaking of petitions to God for the sanctification of the Colossian 
saints, petitions that have been made from the day that the news reached Paul. Praying is not merely giving 
thanks for the things with which one has been blessed; praying is also praying for others to blessed as 
well. This is especially convicting when we consider the context of the book. This church exhibited faith 
in Christ Jesus and love for all the saints, so Paul was thankful; however, he was also busy praying for 
their continual growth – in spite of the opposition they were facing from the unnamed Judaistic-Gnostic 
cult which posed some manner of threat among them. When we thank the Lord for converting His elect 
people, do we pray that the Lord would keep these people? No doubt, if they belong to Him, then they 
will remain with us – yet all we like sheep have gone astray, prior to as well as subsequent to salvation. 
Who, then, have we seen come to the Lord Jesus in faith, and what joy has filled our hearts upon hearing 
the news that so and so has been saved by the Lord God, for whom we do not still pray without ceasing? 

Are we too busy? Paul was busy writing Scripture while suffering in chains as a bondservant of 
Christ. Are we at a loss for words? Paul‟s example teaches us for what we should pray. He explains that 
his prayers are constantly 

 
9a. asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding 

 Paul asks that the knowledge of God‟s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding may be given to 
the Colossians by the Spirit of God, and we must point out that it is God who both possesses and 
distributes these as He sees fit. Paul asks, he does not expect or demand; he humbly petitions the Sovereign 
King of kings, knowing that it is God who ultimately will or will not grant these things to the Colossians. 
He asks, moreover, that the Colossians would be filled by God. And in this we must take note of two 

                                                   
37 Cf. 1 John 4:7-10 
38 Cf. 1 Cor 3:12-13 
39 This tension is observed in other places as well, where our Lord Jesus tells His disciples that once they have done all 

they were called to do they should properly say that they are unprofitable servants – for they had done only that which was 

their duty (cf. Luke 17:7-10); and yet says that on the Day of Judgment He will say to His elect: “Well done, good and 

faithful servant” (cf. Matt 25:21). 
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things: (a.)the passivity of the Colossians in receiving from God, and (b.)the extent to which Paul desired 
the Colossians to be filled. Paul knows that God alone causes a man to understand and believe the 
Gospel; and he also understands that God alone continues to keep a man understanding and believing the 
Gospel. So Paul prays for God to fully enlighten their minds by His Spirit and His Word.  
 We see, therefore, that our prayers of thanksgiving for the salvation of souls under our own ministry 
or under the ministry of a brother who may be ministering where we cannot go, should also be coupled 
with our petitions on behalf of those new converts, for they lack the knowledge of God‟s will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding – just as we all do, in some way or another. The Christian life is a war 
between the Christian, his flesh, the world in which he lives, and the devil. And we have been called to 
pray for our brethren so that they may be strengthened in the faith, to pray also for the hypocrites that 
they may see the necessity of self-examination. May the Lord cause us to see this necessity and to be 
obedient in thanking Him for His goodness, but also in asking that He continue to cultivate the Gospel 
seeds that seem to be bearing fruit in the newly converted. 
 

10. So as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God 

Knowledge of God‟s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding is given to God‟s elect people for 
the sake of their sanctification. This knowledge, then, is not without its proper function and usefulness, 
but is intended for the body of Christ‟s growth and bearing fruit in every good work and, this should be 
noted, for the sake of increasing in the knowledge of God. Paul‟s use of this metaphor of growth, we note 
once more, points us to Christ‟s parables concerning the kingdom in Matthew 13. For in the first 
mention of the Gospel and the fruit it is bearing, Paul speaks generally about the Gospel‟s fruitfulness all 
over the world and among the church visible. However, here he speaks of the Gospel‟s fruitfulness in 
individuals in the local congregation.40 The Word of God is shown to be efficacious in all that the Lord 
God sends it out to accomplish, for it is written: “My Word…that goes out from My mouth…it shall not 
return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which 
I sent it.”41 

Broadly speaking, this purpose is twofold: (i.)to save and sanctify God‟s elect people, and (ii.)to 
harden the hearts of the reprobate. For it is written: “To you has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given…This is why I speak to them in parables, because 
seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”42 And this is the 
difference between the elect and the reprobate: God‟s elect people are saved and sanctified via the Word 
of the truth, but His enemies are hardened in their sin and their fate more fully sealed via the Word of the 
Truth. Here, however, Paul deals only with the effect that the Word has on God‟s elect in Colossae, so it 
is of more value to the present study to focus on the fact that it is by the Word of God that the 
Colossians will be sanctified. It is, moreover, by the Word of God that one is made wise and by which 
one is filled with the knowledge of God. For Paul states that this knowledge is to the end that the 
Colossians would be “bearing fruit in every good work…” And it is solely the Word of God that equips 
God‟s people fully to perform every good work, i.e. to live the Christian life properly. For it is written: 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work…”43 
Likewise, Paul elsewhere tells us that: “…we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”44 

                                                   
40 Cf. Col 1:9-10 & Matt 13:18-23 
41 Isa 55:11 
42 Matt 13:11-13 
43 2 Tim 3:16-17 
44 Eph 2:10 


